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Regional 
 
USAID Helps Central Asian Businesses Forge Partnerships 
with Afghanistan 
Last autumn, USAID’s Enterprise Development Project (EDP) 
led a trade delegation of fourteen companies from Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan to the Rebuild 
Afghanistan Trade Fair in Kabul. The fair built numerous 
contacts for the Central Asian companies and has already 
resulted is some successful business deals. By February 2006, 
the Central Asian participants of the fair identified 51 trade leads, 
were in the process of negotiating eleven trade matches worth 
$183,000, and closed three trade deals worth $93,800. The 
closed deals included 400 sets of school furniture for a high 
school in Afghanistan sold by Tajik company Doro, the import of 
Afghan handicrafts by Tajik handicraft producer Rukhom for its 
new showroom, and the export of truck and car tires by Kazakh 
tire manufacturer Intercomshina.  
 
The USAID project, implement ed by the Pragma Corporation, is 
working to enhance the competitiveness and managerial 
capabilities of small and medium enterprises in the five Central Asian Republics.  
 
Applied Epidemiology Training Program Graduation 
Representatives from the Ministries of Health from Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan, together with the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), held a 
graduation ceremony for the USAID-funded Applied Epidemiology 
Training Program (AETP) on February 28 in Bishkek. The 
graduates included three participants from Kazakhstan, one from 
Kyrgyzstan, two from Uzbekistan, and two from Tajikistan. The 
Central Asia AETP is one of 28 such programs established 
worldwide. Including the recent graduates, the two-year program 
has trained 33 regional specialists in epidemiology, biostatistics, 
public health surveillance, and outbreak investigation.  Ten more 
epidemiologists will complete the program in February 2007.  To 
date, the AETP has conducted 46 outbreak investigations, 22 
surveillance evaluations, nine analyses of existing data sets, and 
seven research studies in Central Asia.  
 
The participating government officials thanked the U.S. Government for this training, acknowledging that 
it strengthens health sector work in the region and improves the ability to respond to the infectious 
disease challenges facing Central Asia, including HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, and hepatitis. 
 
 
 

Afghan handicrafts on display at 
Rukhom’s new store.  
Photo: EDP 

AETP students took part in the 
investigation of a suspected avian flu 
outbreak in Kazakhstan in 2005.  
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Kazakhstan 
 
Kazakhstan Initiates Medical Education Reform 
 The Council of Ministers of Kazakhstan recently 
approved the Concept on Reforming the Medical 
Education in Kazakhstan for nationwide 
implementation, effective in January 2007. The USAID 
Health Partnerships Program, implemented by the 
American International Health Alliance, assisted the 
Ministry of Health in preparing the concept.   The reform 
will help Kazakhstan’s medical sector align its medical 
education with international standards. It includes 
adopting a competency-based education system, 
developing curricula that incorporate evidence-based 
practice and problem-based learning, and ensuring 
that medical and nursing students acquire critical 
practical skills through early exposure to patient care.   
 
Medical education reform is a prerequisite for assuring 
the quality of medical care. USAID’s Health Partnerships Program has worked to improve medical 
education in Central Asia for more than five years. To help build regional medical education capacity, the 
program created a partnership between seven Central Asian medical institutions and the University of 
South Florida Health Sciences Center. The program also sponsored study tours for two key Kazakh 
policymakers, to study medical education systems in the United States; the tours resulted in detailed 
recommendations for Kazakhstan’s medical education reform. 
 
 
Kyrgyzstan 
 
 A New Milestone in the Institutionalization of Health 
Care Reforms 
The Ministry of Health held a ceremony on Mach 3, 2006 
for the opening of the Center for Health Systems 
Development, which will coordinate the implementation 
of the Manas Taalami National Health Reform Program.  
This program will increase the long-term sustainability of 
successful Kyrgyz health reforms and will institutionalize 
USAID health reform recommendations. The opening 
ceremony was attended by President Bakiev, ministers 
of health and finance, parliamentarians, foreign 
ambassadors, representatives of USAID, other donors, 
and health care professionals. 
 
USAID’s ZdravPlus II Project provided technical 
assistance in the development of the Manas Taalami 
Strategy and in preparation of legal documents defining 
and protecting the role of the new center. ZdravPlus will continue to provide assistance to the Center’s 
Information Technologies Department and the Evidence-Based Medicine Unit, which will be responsible 
for developing national clinical practice guidelines and setting standards for quality health care throughout 
Kyrgyzstan. ZdravPlus II will also support Health Policy and Management courses for health sector 
leaders and heads of health facilities at the new center throughout 2006. 
 
 

President Bakiyev and Minister of Health 
Niyazov cut the ribbon for the Center. 
Photo: ZdravPlus 
 

To improve the quality of medical care USAID is 
helping to build regional medical education 
capacity.  
Photo: ZdravPlus 
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Supreme Court Introduces Judicial Opinion Database  
On March 10, 2006, the Supreme Court of Kyrgyzstan formally presented to the public the Judicial 
Opinion Database (JODB), developed by the USAID Commercial Law Project. The Supreme Court’s 
formal and public endorsement of the initiative represents a concrete step forward in increasing the 
transparency of operations within the judicial system. The database creates public access to court 
decisions and, by permitting their public scrutiny, increases accountability. It also enables judges to learn 
how their colleagues are deciding particular questions of law, fostering consistency, uniformity, and 
predictability in judicial decision-making. A public record of judicial decisions reinforces the democratic 
principle that the law must be applied openly and fairly. 
 
The USAID project, implemented by ARD/Checchi, assists in creating a commercial legal, and 
institutional framework to support the development of Kyrgyzstan’s market economy. To create the 
database, the project designed the software, computerized some of the courts to enable electronic input, 
and helped record the decisions in the database.  
 
 
Tajikistan 
 
President of Tajikistan Approves the Strategy of 
Local Government Reforms 
The long-term efforts of the USAID Local 
Government Program to promote ideas of 
decentralization in Tajikistan have resulted in 
Presidential approval of the Local Government 
Reform Strategy. The first step of the strategy will be 
to work on Jamoat (village) law. The USAID program 
plans to provide assistance with Jamoat law to the 
Presidential Working Group. Revisions would 
introduce local self-government at the lowest village 
level by converting Jamoat councils into standing 
elective bodies with a defined period of service, an 
increased budget, and expanded function.  
 
The Local Government Program is implemented by 
the Urban Institute. Started in 2002, the project 
provides technical assistance to the Presidential 
Working Group for Local Government Reform, including research, training in decentralization and 
financial reforms, study tours, consultants, and organizational support to the development of the ten-year 
Strategy for Local Government Reform. The project also operates several training centers across 
Tajikistan and provides training and technical assistance to local governments in financial and budget 
management, costing, fee appraisal, and communal service improvement through long-term planning and 
management systems.  
 
 
 
  
 
   
  

Tajikistan’s President Rahmonov visited one of 
the project’s training centers in 2005. 
Photo: Urban Institute  


